
Merriott Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th July 2018
At 7pm, Blake Room, Merriott Village Hall

Present:
Cllr Iain Hall (Chair) Cllr Grant Wright
Cllr Caro Paine Cllr David Aslett
Cllr Steve Ashton

In attendance
Mrs K Sheehan (Clerk)
1 member of the public

18/074. Public Open Session
No business was raised. 

18/075. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Jim Shorting.

18/076. Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interests
None.

18/077. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
PROPOSED: Cllr C Paine SECONDED: Cllr D Aslett RESOLVED

18/078. Matters Arising from Minutes
The following issues were discussed under matters arising:

 Rangers scheme for discussion at the next meeting
 Heritage signposts would be discussed and Cllr Wright would circulate quotes obtained

18/079. Reports
a. Report from County Councillor

None.
b. Report from District Councillor

None.

18/080. Planning including applications currently in circulation/determinations
a. Blair Athol, Higher Street, Merriott

No objections raised.   
b. Determinations

Noted as per those listed on the agenda.
c. Housing Needs Survey

Members briefly discussed the results of the Housing Needs Survey (HNS) commissioned by the 
Parish Council and now finalised and published.  In particular the need for both bungalows and 
affordable housing was highlighted, and it was noted that the Shiremoor development in particular 
would be meeting these criteria.  It was thus considered to have been a useful exercise in providing 
evidence for these needs.  Cllr Hall felt that a short synopsis of the HNS to be adopted by the Parish 
Council as a useful guide in planning applications going forward would be beneficial.

A member of the public wished to speak and stated that he was looking to move to the village in the 
near future and build a house or possibly two.  Cllr Hall stated that the Parish Council was unable to 
provide pre-application guidance and it would be difficult to comment at all without a substantive 
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planning application.  It was suggested that the Lead Specialist in Planning at the District Council 
might be in a better position to advise.
Action: Cllr Shorting to summarise Housing Needs Survey

d. Membership of the CPRE
Cllr Ashton felt that recent representations from the CPRE in planning matters had been useful and 
felt the PC might take advantage of membership for £36 per year.
Proposed:  Cllr S Ashton Seconded: Cllr C Paine RESOLVED

e. Merriott culvert and flood alleviation scheme
Cllr Ashton reported back from a recent meeting with representatives of the SWFA.  No further 
action at present.

18/081.Finance and Procedure
a. To agree invoices for payment and to note regular payments

Proposed: Cllr C Paine Seconded: Cllr G Wright RESOLVED for payment
b. To note payments received

Receipts NOTED.
c. To consider any changes to the Risk Register

None.
d. To consider a grant request from CAB

A proposal to make a grant of £100 to the CAB was agreed.
Proposed: Cllr C Paine Seconded: Cllr G Wright RESOLVED 

e. To make arrangements for the recruitment of a new clerk
Adverts to be placed in:

 Merriott Messenger
 Facebook
 SSDC

Using specimen job spec from SALC/SLCC.

18/082. Recreation Field and Pavilion
a. To receive the June inspection report

The June inspection report was received from Cllr Aslett.  An action to investigate the smell from 
around the area of the septic tank was outstanding.  Scramble net was worn and would need 
replacing.

b. To receive an update on the play projects and opening day arrangements
A report circulated previously by Cllr Hall was noted and no questions raised.  The Clerk outlined the 
various groups who had agreed to participate.
A budget of £50 was agreed to provide free of charge ice creams at the open day.

18/083. Date and items for the next meeting
The next meeting was confirmed for 7pm on 13th August in the Blake Room at the village hall.
Items for consideration: 

 Ranger scheme
 Fingerpost restoration

Meeting Closed at 20.05.

*Payments Appendix attached.
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